It is an accepted fact of history that the policy which was pursued
during the next thirty years by Sir Salar Jung's Ministry was originally
sketched out between the uncle of that Minister, Siraiul Mulk, and General
Fraser. To preserve the Nizam's independence was the General's aim
and doubtless his work made this apparent.

General Fraser, as is shown by the correspondence published by
his son, was a man of independent judgment, and was keenly alive to the
need for morality in political relations. General Fraser died sixteen years
after his retirement at the ripe age of eighty-six.

He belonged to that class of Indian officials of whom Sir Mount-
stuart Elphinstone, Sir John Malcolm, Sir Henry Lawrence and Sir Mark
Cubbon, belonged. In common with them all, he held that justice and
the strictest fidelity to engagements are the only trustworthy foundations
of British power in India. In December 1852 General Fraser left Hydera-
bad and there was an interregnum for a few weeks under his assistant,
Major Davidson, until the arrival of General Low in March 1853.

In March 1853, General Low succeeded General Fraser as Resident.
On the 21st May 1853, he concluded a new Treaty by which the strength
of the Contingent Force was settled, and to provide for its payment, the
Nizam ceded to the British Government the Province of Berar and the
border districts down to Sholapur with the Doab   between the   rivers
Krishna and Tungabhadra,   yielding   a  gross   annual   revenue   of   fifty
lakhs of rupees.   By this treaty the Nizam while retaining the full use of
the subsidiary Force and the Contingent, was released from the unlimited
obligation of service in time of war, and the Contingent ceased to be part
of the Nizam's Army and became an auxiliary force kept up by the British
Government for the benefit of the Hyderabad State.

General Low, though the agent for making a treaty, obnoxious to
the Nizam, was nevertheless popular throughout the Province, and his
after conduct quite reconciled him to the Nizam and the earnestness and
sincerity with which he sought to do service to the Nizam's Government
were appreciated by the sovereign himself. General Low left Hyderabad
in September 1853.
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